WISCONSIN CENTER FOR EDUCATION RESEARCH

Facilities, Equipment, and Other Resources

The Wisconsin Center for Education Research (WCER) is one of the nation’s oldest and most highly esteemed university-based education research and development centers. A part of the University of Wisconsin–Madison’s School of Education, WCER provides a productive environment where scholars conduct basic and applied education research and development.

WCER research spans the full scope of education, from elementary education to undergraduate and graduate curriculum reform. With annual outside funding exceeding $40 million, WCER is home to centers for research on the improvement of mathematics and science education from kindergarten through postsecondary levels, the strategic management of human capital in public education, and value-added achievement, as well as the Minority Student Achievement Network, a multistate collaborative project to develop assessments for English language learners, and Wisconsin’s Equity and Inclusion Laboratory. Other WCER projects focus on leadership, special education, teacher professional development, social capital and children’s development, and education technology, among other topics. WCER also hosts two training programs, one for social science doctoral students conducting research on a broad range of education topics and the other for postdoctoral fellows conducting research on mathematics education. Although most of WCER’s research has a national focus, attention to local and global contexts is also found in the center’s portfolio.

Adam Gamoran, WCER’s director, is John D. MacArthur Professor of Sociology and Educational Policy Studies and former chair of the UW–Madison Department of Sociology. His research interests include school organization, stratification and inequality in education, and resource allocation in school systems. He is an elected member of the National Academy of Education and was appointed by President Obama to serve as a member of the National Board for Education Sciences. He also serves on the National Research Council’s Board on Science Education, and he chairs the Independent Advisory Panel of the National Assessment of Career and Technical Education for the U.S. Department of Education.
WCER occupies eight floors of the 13-story Educational Sciences Building, a facility built with matching state and federal funds and dedicated to education research and development. WCER’s Business Office provides projects with budgeting, forecasting, accounting and financial management, and human resource management. WCER offers copy and mail services at cost. A professional editor provides pre-award editorial support and other grant administration services, maintains a grant notification service, disseminates research through a working paper series, and offers guidance on human subjects compliance. A public information specialist further disseminates research findings through a variety of print and electronic media, including the WCER website (www.wcer.wisc.edu/), a quarterly newsletter (WCER Research Highlights), a monthly electronic newsletter (WCER Today), podcasts, the university news service, and the national media. 

The WCER Technical Services Department provides multimedia services, custom software development, and computer support for more than 350 networked computer systems. Data warehousing and network operations are supported by more than 40 servers (actual and virtual)  including an data warehouse servers running Enterprise MS-SQL 2008 R2 on a Windows 2008 R2 Server.  Security is managed through firewall access rules and active directory.  This provides WCER with the capability to manage data sets that contain sensitive student and school information. Technical Services supports multiple graphics and video workstations that facilitate the integration of computer and multimedia technologies. In addition, the department includes a state‑of‑the‑art multimedia studio staffed by multimedia artists, animators, and programmers. In support of collaborative research, WCER has deployed an enterprise-level web-based collaborative environment to facilitate distributed work and data sharing across complex partnerships. This environment is backed up by a relational database for tracking and reporting project activities and project outputs and monitoring project status.
WCER is based in the UW–Madison School of Education, which is consistently ranked one of the top schools of education in the country. U.S. News & World Report, in the 2012 edition of its guide to the best graduate schools of education, ranked the UW–Madison School of Education 9th in the nation; in the specialty rankings, the School of Education came in 1st in curriculum and instruction, educational psychology, and rehabilitation counseling; 2nd in administration/supervision and elementary education; 3rd in secondary education; 4th in education policy; 6th in counseling/personnel services; and 11th in special education.
The University of Wisconsin–Madison is recognized throughout the world as one of the great U.S. universities. Its academic reputation has been rated among the top 10 in the country in many areas of study since the beginning of the last century. U.S. News & World Report currently ranks UW–Madison 13th among U.S. public universities. According to current figures from the National Science Foundation, UW–Madison ranks 3rd in annual research expenditures in science and engineering and 5th in expenditures outside science. Total UW–Madison funding from federal, state, and private sources currently exceeds $1 billion.
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